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After 120 days, 598 bills, 32 billion dollars, and who knows
how many votes and amendments, the session finally ended.
It will take months and years to unravel all the fundamental
changes that have been wrought on the people of this state.
Political veterans are shaking their heads in disbelief. No
one has ever seen so much damage done to our economy,
our schools, parental authority, and specific industries (like
oil and gas, electric utilities, the rental industry, etc.), and
commonly accepted cultural values (like identifying people
as men and women in schools, on drivers licenses and birth
certificates).
Never have I been so much at a loss for words in trying to
describe these huge changes in state policies. Here is a brief
description of the colossal changes the Governor and this
year’s legislature are forcing on the people of Colorado.
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It is time to take a closer look at all the radical changes the
governor and legislature have put in place. As I and many other
legislative veterans have said, this year was the most radical we
have ever seen.
To make sense of it all here are the bills sorted into several
categories. Some bill are relevant to more than one category and
will be mentioned in all applicable areas. All of the significant
bills I tracked this year are given in the first section.
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Major Legislation for 2019
The bills are rated with a Plus +++, minus - - - , or neutral. In
order to keep track, the good bills are listed first.
Of the significant bills passed by the legislature the governor
signed all of them into law except one, HB-1257, Eliminating
TABOR Spending Limits. That bill he could have vetoed, but
instead he refused to sign or veto, allowing it to become law
without his signature, which is still an aﬃrmation of the bill.

HB-1021 Repeal Gun Magazine Ban +++ lost
HB-1022 Deadly Force Against Intruder at a Business +++ lost
HB-1049 Allow Conceal Carry at Schools +++ lost
HB-1097 Income Tax Reduction +++ lost
HB1099 Ban Red Light Cameras +++ lost
HB-1103 Ban Abortions in Colorado +++ lost
HB-1111 Require Training for Colorado Civil Rights
Commissioners +++ lost
HB-1140 Live and Let Live Act Adds for Religious Liberty +++
lost
HB-1156 Requires Proof of Citizenship to Vote +++ lost
SB-053 Ban California Emission Standards for Colorado +++ lost
SB-055 Income Tax Reduction +++ lost
SB-131 Exempt Certain Businesses From Destination Sourcing
Rule +++ lost
...I see a pattern.
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HB-1032 Sex Ed for Public Schools - - - signed by governor
HB-1039 Change Birth Certificates for Transgender Individuals - - signed by governor
HB-1046 Eliminate Mandatory Fees for Political Party Assemblies lost
HB-1056 Replace Columbus Day Holiday with Election Day Holiday - - lost
HB-1074 Eliminate Daylight Saving Time for Colorado lost
HB-1106 Rental Application Fees - - - signed by governor
HB-1118 Increasing Time Period to Cure Lease Violations - - signed by governor
HB-1120 Mental Health Treatment for 12 Year Olds - - - signed by governor
HB-1124 Make Colorado a Sanctuary State - - - signed by governor
HB-1129 Prohibit Conversion Therapy for Minors - - - signed by governor
HB-1143 Prohibits Oﬀering a Plastic Straw at a Restaurant - - - lost
HB-1148 Change Certain Penalties from One Year to 364 Days - - signed by governor
HB-1170 Tenants Health and Safety Act - - - signed by governor
HB-1171 Expand Child Nutrition School Lunch Protection Act - - signed by governor
HB-1177 Red Flag Bill - - - signed by gov.
HB-1185 Replace Columbus Day With New State Holiday - - - lost in Senate
HB-1243 16 Year Old Vote in School Issues - - - lost
HB-1257 Eliminate TABOR Spending Limits - - became law without governor’s signature
HB-1261 Forced Reductions of Carbon Dioxide - - - signed by governor
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HB-1262 Full Day Kindergarten - - - signed by governor
HB-1266 Allow Parolees to Vote - - - signed by governor
HB-1278 17 Year Old Vote in Primaries and More - - - signed by governor
HB-1312 Require All Immunization Exemptions Register with Health Dept - - lost
HB-1313 Eliminate 80% of CO2 From Electric Utilities by 2030 - - - bill
died,
but the text was amended onto SB-236
HB-1314 Find New Jobs for Displaced Coal Workers - - - signed by governor
HB-1317 End Senior Property Tax Exemption - - - lost
HB-1322 Raid $40m from Unclaimed Property Fund - - - signed by governor
SB-012 Ban Cell Phones and Cameras While Driving - - - lost
SB-042 National Popular Vote for Presidential Elections - - signed by governor
SB-096 Collect Greenhouse Gas Emission Data - - - signed by governor
SB-181 Increase Oil and Gas Regulations - - - signed by governor
SB-182 Repeal Death Penalty - - - lost
SB-188 Family Medical Leave Insurance - - - signed by governor
SB-225 Rent Control - - - lost
SB-235 Automatic Voter Registration for All Medcaid Recipients, etc - - signed by governor
SB-236 Reauthorize PUC and HB-1037 and HB-1313 - - - signed by governor
SB-243 Ban Take-out Food Boxes - - - lost
SB-261 Raid $30m from Unclaimed Property Fund - - - signed by governor
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Education and Parental Authority
We start here because this seems to be the governor's top
priority. He and his supporters hold up the all-day daycare,
uh... kindergarten as their greatest accomplishment (HB-1262).
Just after the session ads on the radio were saying it will save
some families up to $400 a month, help parents get back to
work, and help “all kids have a better tomorrow.”
First, I note that these ads really did focus on the daycare
aspect of the plan. They promote that fact that mom and dad
can now get back to work sooner. This is not for the children,
it is a get-mom-and-dad-out-of-the-child's-life-that-muchsooner bill. Secondly, this supposedly great start with their
education should be seen in the context of the intersex bill
(HB-1032), the intersectionality bill (HB-1192), the 12-year-old
mental health bill (HB-1120), the immersion therapy bill
(HB-1262), the ‘put a mental health worker in every grade of
every school bill’ (HB-1017), and the ‘force all parents to
register with the health department for immunization
exemptions bill,’ (HB-1312), which was killed by the Senate,
and will probably be back next year. In fact, the governor’s
recent executive order concerning immunizations puts much
of that bill in place already. Some parents are no longer willing
to turn their young children over to the government schools.
Finally, let's get to the "free" part. This will translate into a free
daycare for some parents, but at an initial cost of
$175,000,000-185,000,000 to the state taxpayers. Further, what
is not accounted for in this gargantuan price tag is the
additional classrooms that local districts must now find or
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build. This is a budget-busting bill that will eventually be a
part of the coming fiscal crisis in Colorado's state budget.
Now for all the other bills which belong in the the education
and parental authority category:
HB-1032, is the radical rewrite of the state's policies on sex
education in public schools. At its core this bill is intended to
normalize and teach the acceptance of (quoting from the bill)
“INTERSEX INDIVIDUALS OR LESBIAN, GAY, BISEXUAL,
OR TRANSGENDER INDIVIDUALS." I am not advocating
intolerance for individuals, but I am warning against setting
up a new normal where the abnormal becomes the advocated
value that all are required to accept as normal and desirable. If
we are so divided on these basic building blocks of culture, at
a minimum the schools should stay out of the debate.
Also telling in this legislation is what it does not cover, for
there is no mention of teaching school children about the
virtues of keeping sexual activity within the bounds of a
married relationship.
I recently ran across another interesting point. HB-1032
specifically says that abstinence cannot be taught as the
primary form of birth control.
However, this is in
contradiction of current law,
CRS 22-25-104(6)(a) which says
sex ed "...shall give primary
emphasis to abstinence by
school aged children.”

7

HB-1192 takes us to another new term: intersectionality. Briefly,
this is another version of historical revisionism, which will now
be imposed on our public school history curriculums.
Intersectionality replaces the major facts and events in a history
book with a litany of stories about every potential minority group
that may have been impacted by those events. For a much more
complete view on intersectionality please read Mark Hillman's
excellent analysis at https://markhillman.com/teachingintersectionality-poisons-americas-future/.

HB-1120 is an extraordinary reach into parental authority. This
bill theoretically gives a 12 year old child the authority to
determine their own mental health treatment, without parental
consent or even notification. However, I know how this will
work. Mental health workers will now have the ability to do
whatever they want with children as young as 12 years old, as they
will become the authority, rather than the parents. This is a huge
violation of the proper jurisdiction of the family by government
leaders and government bureaucrats.

Which brings me to HB-1017. This law only sets up a pilot
program, but the goal is to place a mental health worker in every
grade in every school. Hmmm, I see a clear pattern, or shall I say
a plan emerging. Give the mental health workers more authority
than the parents and make sure they are looking after every
child…
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Speaking of which, HB-1262 dictates to the mental health worker
what they can and cannot do. In this case it is banning what is
called conversion therapy for minors, which means not allowing
any counseling which can help a child confused about their
gender to actually chose their biological identity. Instead they are
required to engage in immersion therapy, which reenforces that
child's current notion that there is something out there that they
fit into which is anything but their true biological, physical self.

The final bill in this category is HB-1312, which would have
forced all parents to register with the health department for
immunization exemptions. After two record setting public
hearings, both having more than 500 people signup to testify
against, the bills passed both House and Senate committees by a
party-line vote. Then, in the final week of the session, the
Democrats killed the bill. In June, after the session was over,
Governor Polis issued an executive order implementing as much
of HB-1312 as he could without the legislation.

And now the Colorado Department of Human Services is
following the new sex ed law: “…the curricula and training
opportunities outlined align with the newly enacted House Bill
19-1032, which requires that sexual health education oﬀered in
Colorado be comprehensive, medically accurate, age-appropriate,
inclusive of LGBTQ+ populations…”

The Governor and majority party are moving rapidly to replace
parents with government control of children.
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Global Warming
Sleight of Hand
Driving much of this year's major legislation was the
anthropogenic carbon dioxide hoax. I am using blunt
language to describe this because it is a huge mistake that will
destroy so much.

Even if increasing levels of carbon dioxide are causing the
planet's surface temperatures to significantly increase, which I
find the evidence to be
questionable at best, several
other factors need to all be
absolutely true to justify the
radical policies adopted by
this year's legislature.

The increasing levels must be
causing catastrophic changes
that outweigh the known catastrophic effects of closing down
major parts of our economic production. The increasing levels
must be due to human activity. And finally the restrictions on
CO2 that Colorado state government is implementing must
have a significant, meaningful effect on this process.
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Time does not allow a full discussion of this issue. For a more
detailed analysis here are a couple of good starting points:
https://www.foxnews.com/opinion/joe-bastardi-climatechange-agenda-is-being-driven-by-hysteria-not-facts and
https://cornwallalliance.org/.
I call this sleight of hand because these policies are cloaked in
words like health, safety, and clean energy. However, what it
really translates into is blackouts, no drive days,
unemployment, soaring energy costs, economic malaise and a
lower standard of living for all of Colorado. If there is any
science in this agenda it is a political science aimed at
amassing greater power for government control at the expense
of Colorado's citizens.

Here is a look at
the bills this
legislature passed,
largely in response
to their perception
of global
warming.

11

Global Warming Bills
Having discussed the climate change hoax above, I shall limit
this discussion to the economic impact of the relevant bills.

In summary, these bills are setting unrealistic standards for
carbon dioxide reduction that will drive up energy costs for
production and consumption. They will severely hobble
Colorado's economy, reduce government revenues, and make
life in Colorado significantly more difficult. The only real
question is will this be the Polis Recession or the Polis
Depression?

I blame the governor because, like Nero fiddling while Rome
burned, Polis was focused on ramping up full day daycare
with money we don't have while the energy industry was
being dismantled and strict laws for reducing carbon dioxide
emissions were being put into place.

HB-1188 requires all fiscal notes for bills to assess the impact
on greenhouse gas emissions, thus putting this ever before the
legislature and the public for all future bills.
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HB-1198 expands a grant program for electric car charging
stations. I find it ironic that they are demanding that electric
utilities lower their carbon dioxide levels and then giving
them extra money to increase demand through a state-wide
system for charging electric cars.

HB-1261 is in many ways the keystone to this agenda. It sets
up a system to force a reduction in "greenhouse gases" for all
of Colorado of at least 26% by 2025, 50% by 2030 and 90% by
2050. The Air Quality Control Commission is authorized to
implement rules (essentially laws) to meet these standards.
Unless our state immediately falls into a deep recession, these
early goals can only be attained through draconian measures
such as brown outs and no drive days.

HB-1314 puts in place a plan to find new lines of work for coal
miners. The implication is obvious: they want coal production
in Colorado to stop. This means they are intentionally
eliminating a major industry in the state and destroying
Colorado’s major source of power for electric energy.

SB-77 sets up a system for charging stations for electric
vehicles. This is an intriguing option but, as I mentioned in
HB-1198, as they close down coal-fired utilities they also want
to increase electricity use for their new cars.
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SB-96 authorizes the Health Department to collect data from
electric utilities to support the CO2 reductions spelled out in
HB-1261.

SB-181 is the law that puts new, heavy regulations on the oil
and gas industry. I have already heard some companies are
relocating to other states. About 100,000 jobs in Colorado are
Oil and gas related. The only question that remains is: after
SB-181 who will be left here in Colorado?

SB-236 was initially not a very controversial bill, as it
reauthorized the Public Utilities Commission, even though it
did originally contain a new cost factor for carbon emissions.
However, in the final week of the session two other bills which
had died were added to this bill. These last minute
amendments included HB-1313, requiring electric utilities to
reduce their carbon dioxide levels 80% by 2030 and 100% by
2050. Also added was HB-1037 authorizing a new fee (higher
electric rates) that will help the utilities lower bonding costs
for new plant construction (more profit for utilities?).

This final version of SB-236 was also a clear violation of the
single subject rule as these amendments exceeded the bill’s
title. Unfortunately the legislature will not be held accountable
for this illegal action unless somebody takes the issue to court.
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SB-236 became a sweetheart deal for Excel Energy, as they
stand to make much more money with the requirement to
reduce carbon output by 80% (all of the costs are passed on to
the rate payers). I am also told that the president of the Senate
included another sweetheart provision for the steel mill in his
district, but I could not find the specifics in the 60+
amendments for what became 64 pages of new laws for
Colorado.

The legislature used to try to encourage a healthy economy.
Add up all of these bills and I see the Polis Depression right
around the corner…
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Red Flag and Criminal Law
It is a bit ironic to group the Red Flag Law, HB-1177, with
criminal law because, even though the red flag law is to be
directed by a court and administered by law enforcement, it is
not because anyone broke the law.

The red flag law requires judges and the police to violate their
oath of office because it is in conflict with so many provisions
of the U.S. and state constitutions (i.e. 2nd, 4th, 5th, 6th, and
14th Amendments). That is why most Colorado counties have
said they cannot, and therefore will not, execute the red flag
law.
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Briefly, here is how it works. Law enforcement, or someone
with a personal connection ("family or household member,"
which is very broadly defined) goes to a judge and asks that
the gun owner's firearms be taken away. The owner is not
made aware of the hearing for the initial order until after the
order has been issued. Only after the guns have been
confiscated (SWAT team at 4:00 AM?) the owner can ask for a
hearing to give his or her side of the case. Additionally, in any
case, the guns cannot be returned to the rightful owner
without a background check of that owner.

Remember, this is not because the owner broke any law, it is
only based on the concern from someone that a problem may
come up in the future.

In the Colorado Bill of Rights, section 13, it states: "the right of
no person to keep and bear arms in defense of his home,
person and property... shall be called in question;”

What part of “no person…shall be called in question” do they
not understand? This is justice turned on its head, but the
legislature did not care and the governor blindly followed and
signed it into law.
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HB-1124 will make Colorado a "sanctuary state.” Here is
another irony. In the legislative declaration of this bill it says:
"Coloradans have constitutional rights to due process and
protection against unlawful detainment and seizures." This is
the same legislature that passed the Red Flag Law?

HB-1124 prohibits local law enforcement from helping Federal
Immigration authorities with information about anyone who
did commit a crime and is now in jail, or hold them for pickup
by the Federal authorities if it is a civil immigration detainer.

I also find it curious that the "Coloradans" the bill is referring
to are illegal aliens, not Colorado citizens. So, it appears that
Colorado citizens are not afforded full constitutional
protection in the Red Flag law, but if you are an illegal alien,
they will bend over backwards to give you due process and in
some cases protect you from any legal process!

HB-1148 changes certain misdemeanor penalties from one
year to 364 days. This sounds rather harmless, but it is another
part of the sanctuary state theme. By Federal law a penalty of
one year or more triggers a mandatory deportation hearing.
Dropping that one day avoids this process, giving illegal
aliens who have been convicted of a crime that used to be a
one year sentence a better shot at staying in Colorado.
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HB-1266 gives convicted felons on parole the right to vote. The
Colorado constitution removes the right to vote while one is
serving their "full term of imprisonment" for a felony, which
has always included time on parole. This bill weakens that
policy by twisting the constitutional phrase "full term of
imprisonment" to mean your sentence minus any parole time.

Under this new law when someone is granted parole they will
automatically be put on the voter registration roles (SB-235).
Being on parole does not mean your sentence is over, it means
you are out from behind the prison walls, but still serving the
final part of your sentence under the control of the
Department of Corrections. Additionally, for many reasons
parole is often revoked and the person ends back in prison,
but with HB-1266 and SB-235 the person who was once a
parolee, but now back in prison is also registered to vote.

SB-182, the repeal of the death penalty, was killed in the
Senate. It failed because Senator Fields,
whose son was murdered by someone
who is currently on death row, would
not support the bill. I have watched
this issue come and go over the
decades. It will be back.
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Taxes, TABOR and Budgets
Most bills have a financial impact, but for some that is their
primary purpose. Here is a brief overview of the most
significant financial bills for 2019.

HB-1257 will eliminate TABOR spending limits if the voters
approve the measure at the ballot box this November. It is
called Proposition CC. This is a direct attack on TABOR. the
Tax Payer's Bill of Rights, a constitutional provision, and it
will be effectively gutted by a statute if CC passes.

HB-1097 would have lowered the state income tax rate to
4.25%. It was killed in committee

HB-1317 would have ended the senior property tax
exemption. The bill was killed, but I am certain it will be back.

HB-1322 will take up to $30 million out of the Unclaimed
Property Trust Fund every year for three years for an
affordable housing program. Last year, while on the Joint
Budget Committee, I sounded the alarm for how much money
the state was taking from this trust fund, and now they are set
to take another $90 million! But wait - there is more...
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SB-261 takes another $30 million from the Unclaimed Property
Trust Fund. This bill directs the money to the Department of
Transportation. I support funding highway construction, but
not when we are taking the money from a trust fund of other
people's money. If you tried this at home it would be called
grand larceny.

I wrap up my discussion on financial bills with the Long Bill,
which is the budget bill for the 2019 session. SB-207 was a
record breaking $32+ billion. However, I have recently come
across documents from Legislative Counsel that show there
are other significant areas of spending not included in the
budget bill which drives the total to about $40 billion.

The bottom line is this: The 2019 legislature drove the budget
to extreme limits, and when all of the obligations from
additional programs, like the all day daycare... uh
kindergarten, the expanded medicaid system, increasing costs
for PERA, etc. are taken into account, Colorado cannot
continue this spending spree. As the oil and gas industry
winds down and increasing energy costs
from CO2 reductions kick into high gear
we are headed toward an economic
brick wall. Socialism never works and
we are about to prove it again here in
Colorado.
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Laws Aﬀecting Businesses
It could easily be argued that all legislation affects business in
Colorado because every bill makes the state that much better,
or worse, which has an impact on the prosperity of our state.
However, some bills have a much more direct nexus with the
business community and that is what this section of my report
concerns.

First, here are four bills that would have been a blessing to the
business interests of the state, but they were all quickly killed
by this legislature. Not so coincidentally, they all had
Republican sponsors. For the most part the titles speak for
themselves.

HB-1022 Deadly Force Against Intruder at a Business (make
my day law for businesses)
HB-1097 Income Tax Reduction
SB-053 Ban California Emission Standards for Colorado
SB-131 Exempt Certain Businesses From Destination Sourcing
Rule
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SB-131 will take a little bit of explanation. Last year the
Department of Revenue started requiring vendors to collect all
sales taxes in Colorado for every district to which they ship
their products, regardless of the cost or quantity of the sales.
This is becoming a significant burden, particularly for the
smaller businesses, as it involves a lot of paperwork and time
for what might be a few pennies for some obscure taxing
district (there are many hundreds of separate taxing districts
in Colorado). SB-131 attempted to set a floor of how much
business volume was required before such reporting was
required. We hoped the legislature would accept this most
reasonable proposal, but, like all other Republican sponsored
bills, it died in committee.

HB-1106 -Rental Application Fees - This was a part of a
package of bills increasing the authority renters have over
landlords. It was not the most intrusive of the bills, but when
more regulations are put into the process of renting housing,
the cost of that housing inevitably goes up, making renting
that much more difficult and expensive.
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HB-1118 -Increasing Time Period to Cure Lease Violations
Another of the rental bills, this increases the time required for
a demand to evict notice be posted from three days to ten
days. The extra week does not sound like much, but when all
of the process of eviction is taken into account it significantly
increases the time required to remove a bad renter, which in
turn increases the cost of housing for all renters.

HB-1143 -Prohibits Offering a Plastic Straw at a Restaurant
This one was finally killed, preserving the place for plastic
straws at restaurants. Straws are safe but not business owners.

HB-1170 -Tenants Health and Safety Act Another renter bill,
now law, making renting in Colorado even more expensive for
renters. This includes very specific requirements for property
owners to fix building problems on a tight time schedule.

HB-1261 -Forced Reductions of Carbon Dioxide This is the big
bill that will severely control industry and individuals in order
to meet the targets of reducing CO2: 26% by 2025, 50% by
2030, and 90% by 2050. The power this bill gives to the state
health department is breathtaking (and probably illegal). In
addition to many other heavy handed regulations this law will
make it very difficult for the expansion of many businesses,
which will in turn hobble our economy and kill jobs.
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HB-1313 requires 80% of CO2 from electric utilities be
eliminated by 2030. For this law to be followed electric utility
rates are going to dramatically increase for everyone. This bill
was killed, but the language was amended into SB-236, which
did pass in the last week of the session.

HB-1314 is supposed to find new jobs for displaced coal
workers. After killing the oil, gas and coal industries and
stunting the growth of most other job creating industries, they
think the state can find jobs for all of the unemployed coal
employees?

SB-096 collects greenhouse gas emission data. This is part of
the plan to make everyone think CO2 is the problem. At best it
is a distraction from all of their job killing policies.

SB-181 increases oil and gas regulations. This is the other big,
bad bill, which is now the law of the land. The governor said
in his state of the state address in January that he was going to
shut down oil and gas. SB-181 is the centerpiece of that plan. I
recently talked with an employment placement agency for the
oil and gas industry in Colorado. They said since 181 became
law they have had zero job openings in Colorado. Thank Polis
for this colossal curse on the people of Colorado.
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SB-188 was the family medical leave insurance program. In its
original form this bill would have been as big a job killer as
181 or 1261, but it was turned into a study with the intent of
introducing the plan in the 2020 session. Stay tuned, it might
be back.

SB-225 was the rent control bill. Fortunately this one was
killed. It would have allowed local governments to establish
rent controls and there are some local governments who
would probably try this policy that has never worked and no
one can afford.
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Property Rights and the 2019 Session
Property owners and their rights were impacted by several
pieces of legislation in Colorado this year, and none of it was
for the good.
The right to own and control private property is an essential
part of a free society. Any infringements on this principle
erodes our freedoms because free choices in many areas of life
are only possible if one can own AND control the possessions
they need to conduct the affairs of their lives.

I begin with SB-181 -Increase Oil and Gas Regulations. This is
probably the biggest taking of private property in the history
of the State of Colorado. Everyone in Colorado will be feel the
effects of this bill as it will increase the cost of energy and the
overall economy will be severely challenged. SB-181 is also the
end of thousands of jobs in Colorado and many oil and gas
related businesses will either go out of business or leave the
state. This bill is an example of how interests in Denver and
Boulder over-rule rural Colorado. A similar measure was
soundly defeated in the last election (Initiative 112). But the
anti-energy interests didn’t get the message, so they rolled out
SB-181 and rolled over the people and rural Colorado.
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All of these are terrible consequences, but I believe the biggest
losers are the property owners of oil and gas interests. They
cannot move their property, it is just rendered useless by 181,
losing all of its worth. With no regard for the value of these
mineral rights their property interests have been stripped
away by these new government regulations. For tens of
thousands of Colorado citizens who own millions of acres of
mineral rights the ability to use their oil and gas property has
been nearly destroyed by SB-181. The lost value is
incalculable, but it is easily in the billions of dollars, stolen
from the oil and gas property owners of Colorado.
The governor is a very rich man. I am certain he would not
accept someone coming in and taking all he owns, but he
seems to not care much at all when his actions steal vast
amounts of property from others.

HB-1106 -Rental Application Fees, HB-1118 Increasing Time
Period to Cure Lease Violations, and HB-1170 Tenants Health
and Safety Act are a package of bills aimed at property
owners. What the sponsors of these bills, which are now laws,
do not understand is it is also a direct shot on the renters as it
inevitably drives up the price of housing. These bills are also
another attack on property rights. One more bill should be
mentioned here: SB-225 Rent Control. This would have been
the most damaging to property rights, but it went so far to left
that it was finally defeated on the Senate floor.
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The Red Flag Law (HB-1177) is another example of a flagrant
violation of property rights. In this case it is the firearms of
law abiding citizens who can have their firearms taken away
without due process, without breaking any law and
essentially without their knowledge.

Finally, there are two additional bills I bring to your attention
concerning property rights. HB-1322 and SB-261 both take
tens of millions of dollars from the Colorado Unclaimed
Property Trust Fund. Yes, I said TRUST fund, which means the
state is the fiduciary trustee for unclaimed property of
Colorado citizens. If you or I, as a trustee for someone else's
money, went ahead and spent it for other purposes we would
go to jail. But the legislature and the governor have shown so
much disregard for the citizens' property rights that they are
raiding this fund, and raiding it to the extent that the fund
may go bankrupt (cannot pay current bills) if we have another
economic downturn in the state.

As I said above: the ability to own and control your property
is essential for freedom. In 2019 the governor and his ruling
party in the legislature were not defenders of our freedoms.
They were rulers gathering all the power and control for
themselves.
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Election Laws
As with so many other areas of legislation this year in
Colorado, election laws have been radicalized. HB-1243,
which did not make it into law, would have given 16 year-olds
a ballot in all school-related questions, including bond
elections and school board elections. However, the voting age
was lowered with HB-1278, giving 17-year-olds a ballot in
primaries if they will turn 18 on or before the general election.
This effectively moves the voting age down by about six
months in presidential election years.
HB-1278 also mandates big changes in the number of voting
centers, ballot drop boxes, requiring vote centers on college
campuses, etc. At one point every county clerk in the state
opposed this bill.

Early in the session, SB-042, the National Popular Vote for
Presidential Elections, (NPV) was passed and signed by the
governor.
The NPV will radically overturn the system we have for
electing the President and it has the potential of doing much
damage to our civil government.
It severely upsets the balance of power between the states and
the Federal government and it will deny all states not in the
compact any meaningful role in selecting the President.
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The NPV violates several parts of the Constitution: Article I,
Section 10, Article II, Section 1, Article V, and the Twelfth
Amendment. If it is implemented it may lead to a significant
constitutional crisis.
In the current system the States elect the President, but with
the NPV individual state authority and influence will be
severely diminished. Consequently the NPV will concentrate
more power into the Federal government and the people on
the East and West coasts will elect the President.
The proponents argue that in Article I each state is given the
authority to determine how their electors are selected, and all
the NPV does is direct that state to ignore the will of their own
citizens and follow the national vote totals. However they are
using this clause to completely destroy the reason the
Electoral College system was created, which is to empower
the states to elect the President.
The NPV is designed to become effective if a bare minimum of
270 electoral votes are controlled by the states participating in
the compact. This would force at least 20-30 additional states
who never adopted the compact to live under this new rule.
Additionally, the NPV does not require the approval of
Congress, even though Congressional approval is a
constitutional mandate for all state compacts that affect the
balance of powers between the states and the Federal
government.
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There is currently an active effort to put the NPV bill up for a
vote by the people of Colorado. This would be a welcome
referendum on the radical policies of this year's legislature
and governor.

A constitutionally established part of the penalty for felony
crimes in Colorado is that you cannot vote until you have
finished your prison sentence, which includes time spent on
parole. HB-1266 gives all parolees the right to vote. This is a
violation of the Colorado constitution, but the legislature and
the governor didn't care and made HB-1266 law.

Finally, SB-235, Automatic Voter Registration, may be the
worst of all the new election laws here in Colorado. It directs
all state agencies to register to vote every one who contacts their
office for any reason. This included Medicaid, where about 25%
of the population is on their roles. SB-235 will result in the
state automatically registering many thousands of noncitizens, and who knows how many people will be registered
multiple times if their name or address is different with
different agencies.

In 2019 election integrity has been significantly compromised.
SB-235 is the best (worst) example of these radical changes.
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Impact on Cultural Values
Here, as the final part of my observations of Colorado's 2019
legislative session, is the impact these new laws will have on
Colorado's culture, values, and future.

Public Schools

A clear agenda was mapped out for the 900,000 public school
students with the intersex bill, also known as the sex ed bill,
HB-1032, the intersectionality bill, HB-1192, the 12 year old
mental health bill, HB-1120, the immersion therapy bill,
HB-1262, the put a mental health worker in every grade of
every school bill, HB-1017, and the force all parents to register
with the health department for immunization exemptions,
HB-1312. The immunization bill was killed at the end of the
session, but then the governor issued an executive order
implementing as much of the bill as he could without the
actual legislation.
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Not directly affecting public schools, but along the same value
structure as this crop of bills, was HB-1039 requiring birth
certificates, drivers licenses and other identity documents to
list several options for gender (male, female, X, or...?) with the
applicant choosing any of the options.

When all of these bills are seen together there is a clear pattern
of normalizing the abnormal, removing parents' authority,
dictating the therapy options for licensed mental health
professionals and putting the schools into the center of this
new values paradigm. Public schools are becoming less of a
place for education and more of a place for indoctrination.

Immigration

The most significant bill in this area is HB-1124, making
Colorado a sanctuary state. The bill prohibits a law
enforcement officer from arresting or detaining an individual
solely on the basis of a civil immigration detainer from the
U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency, and it
prohibits a probation officer or probation department
employee from providing an individual's personal
information to federal immigration authorities.
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HB-1148 changes the penalties for certain crimes from one
year to 364 days, which creates a legal loophole to avoid an
immigration hearing for being convicted of a crime that
carries a maximum penalty of one year or more jail sentence.

Both of these bills reflect a new policy in Colorado of turning a
blind eye to any immigration violations. It reminds me of the
Democratic presidential primary debate where all of the
candidates on the stage agreed that illegal aliens should get
full, free healthcare in the U.S.

Criminal Law

Most egregious in this category is the Red Flag Law, HB-1177
because it treats law-abiding citizens like criminals, and does
not even give them the due process afforded to real criminals.
This bill will pit average citizens against local police,
significantly eroding trust in our law enforcement officers. It
also sets up a path for greater gun confiscation in the future.

HB-1266 defies the state constitution by giving felons voting
privileges before they completed their sentences (while on
parole). This is another way of twisting our voting system and
eroding the penalty system for felonies.
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Elections

Speaking of elections, the overall attitude of this year's
legislature was to abandon any pretense of voter integrity, as
seen in HB-1266 (discussed above), HB-1278 (wholesale
changes in election policies, including 17 and a half year-olds
voting in primaries), SB-235 (automatic voter registration) and
SB-42, the National Popular Vote law.

These new election laws make voter fraud more probable and
reduce confidence in the integrity of the election system in
Colorado.

Private Property Rights

A cornerstone of our freedoms is property rights, for no one is
truly free unless they can own and control their private
property. Many bills in this year's session showed little regard
for the citizen's right to control their own property. Renters
bills (HB-1106, HB-1118, and HB-1170), government raids on
the Unclaimed Property Trust Fund (HB-1322 and SB-261) and
destroying uncounted billions of dollars in mineral property
assets with the oil and gas regulations (SB-181) all show a
clear pattern of not valuing or honoring the unalienable rights
of property owners.
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Under the heading of property rights I also include HB-1257,
the bill designed to end spending limits on the state
government. This will take away one of the most significant
parts of the Tax Payer's Bill of Rights (TABOR) if the people
approve the question on this November's ballot.

Global Warming

Finally, of all the bills driving the state toward a fool’s errand,
it is the global warming bills. With these new laws we are
abandoning the energy sector in our state and dooming the
people to rationing and sky-high energy costs. All this to
follow a manufactured value of thinking that the biggest
threat to mankind is the sort of stuff that comes out of your
mouth with every breath: C02. It is economic, cultural and
scientific madness that drives this new-found value which the
governor and legislature have wholly embraced.

The bills in this list are: HB-1261, HB-1313, HB-1314, SB-96,
and SB-236.
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The global warming frenzy captured this year's legislature
and we will all pay dearly for their insanity. When the state's
economy starts to slide downhill you can thank the governor
and this year's legislature for this calamity.

It is not overstating the argument to say the radical new
values being forced on the people of Colorado will drive our
state backward. I hope and pray that it is not too late to turn
this around and get back on a track of wholesome values that
promote prosperity, integrity and freedom for the citizens of
Colorado.
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